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SUBJECT: OILGSPILL IN BAHIA DE AMATIQUE 

1. ON 31 MARCH OIL BARGE OWNED OR LEASED BY SHELL OIL COMPANY 
(BELIZE) DEPARTED PUERTO BARRIOS, GUATEMALA UNDER TOW OF TUG- 
BOAT REGISTERED IN BELIZE. BARGE SUNK IN 120 FEET OF WATHER 
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT AND HALF MILES NORTH-NORTHWEST OF PUNTA 
MANABIQUE LIGHT. BARGE WAS CARRYING 2500 BARRELS (1250 BARRELS 
RAPID CURE ASPHALT CUT WITH KEROSENE AND 1250 BARRELS OF BUNKER 
C). SHELL BELIZE NOT INFORMED OF SINKING UNTIL 2 APRIL. SHELL 
BELIZE THEN ALERTED SHELL'S GUATEMALA BRANCH AND GUATEMALAN 
GOVERNMENT AND MILITARY OFFICIALS. 


2. AERIAL OBSERVANCE OF SPILL ON 6 APRIL INDICATED LEAKAGE 
OF BOTH BUNKER C AND ASPHALT. SLICK EXTENDS THROUGHOUT UPPER 
REACHES OF BAHIA DE AMATIQUE. HEAVY DEPOSITS OF ASPHALT AND 
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WEST SIDE OF BAHIA DE AMATIQUE WITH LIGHT TRACES ON NORTH SIDE 
OF PUERTO BARRIOS SEAWALL. FURTHER HEAVY DEPOSITS RANGE FROM 
PUNTA MANABIQUEMSOUTHEAST TO ALMOST SAN FRANCISCO DEL MAR 
IN GULF OF HONDURAS. 

3. QUALIFIED OBSERVER ESTIMATES THAT BARGE CONTINUES TO LEAK 
OIT AT RATE OF 150 BPD. SEASONAL VARIATIONS IN WINDS COULD 
RESULT IN DEPOSIT OF OIL IN BELIZE FROM PUNTA GORDA TO RIO 
SARSTUN AND ON HONDURAS COASTLINE. 

4. SHELL VENEZUELA HAS REPRESENTATIVE ON SITE AND DIVERS HAVE 
BEEN FLOWN IN FROM NEW ORLEANS TO INSPECT BARGE AND ATTEMPT 
TO SEAL OFF LEAKS. SMALL CONTAINING BARRIER IN POSITION AND 
SKIMMING OPERATIONS BEING CONDUCTED BY GUATEMALAN NAVAL 
PERSONNEL. 

5. EQUIPMENT SUCH AS HIGH VOLUME PUMPS AND LIGHTING SYSTEMS 
NOT AVAILABLE IN GUATEMALA. EMBASSY ANTICIPATES THAT 
GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT MAY REQUEST AMBASSADOR'S ASSISTANCE 
IN PROCURING EQUIPMENT. GOG MAY ALSO REQUEST TECHNICAL 
EXPERTISE TO AID IN CLEAN UP OPERATIONS. 

6. EMBASSY WILL FOLLOW-UP WITH MORE DETAILED REPORT WHEN 
FULLER INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE. 

MELOY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: WATER POLLUTION, REPORTS, OIL SPILLS, SHIP ACCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 APR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975GUATEM01779 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 20-1 024 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750476/aaaacrnr.tel 

Line Count: 86 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 SEP 2003 by ellisoob>; APPROVED <25 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: OILGSPILL IN BAHIA DE AMATIQUE 
TAGS: TPHY, ENRG, GT, BH, HO, SHELL OIL COMPANY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



